
Advising Greentech companies 

to help maximize growth

Meet Maximo

Your Friendly Solar 

Installation Robot

That the company insists won’t 
take jobs from humans.

P h o t o :  c o p y r i g h t  A E S



The inevitable automation of 
 solar farm manufacturing

AES Corporation has deployed a 
first-of-its-kind solar installation 

robot.

Maximo – a pick-up truck sized 
robot – is intended to accelerate 

construction of utility-scale 
projects which currently can take 

12 to 18 months to complete.

• W i t h  t h e  s h o r t a g e s  o f  s o l a r  i n s t a l l e r s  b e c o m i n g  m o r e  p r o b l e m a t i c ,  
l o o k i n g  t o  a u t o m a t e  w a s  i n e v i t a b l e .

• A c c o r d i n g  t o  A E S ’ s  c h i e f  p r o d u c t  o f f i c e r  C h r i s  S h e l t o n ,  t h e  U S  s o l a r  
i n d u s t r y  i n s t a l l s  a b o u t  1 5 , 0 0 0  m o d u l e s / h o u r.  T h a t ’ s  p r o j e c t e d  t o  
i n c r e a s e  t o  5 0 , 0 0 0  m o d u l e s / h o u r  b y  2 0 3 5 .

• I  h a v e  n o  i d e a  i f  t h e s e  n u m b e r  a r e  a c c u r a t e  b u t  s u f f i c e  i t  t o  s a y  t h a t  
l o t s  o f  s o l a r  p a n e l s  a r e  b e i n g  i n s t a l l e d .

• C o u p l e  t h a t  w i t h  a  m a t u r i n g  i n d u s t r y  w h e r e  m a r g i n s  w i l l  g e t  s q u e e z e d  
a n d  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e a c t i o n  i s  t o  t u r n  t o  a u t o m a t i o n .



Of course it employs AI 
( w h a t  d o e s n ’ t  t h e s e  d a y s )

Utility-scale solar panels can 
weigh 60 pounds or more.

Maximo can install these heavy 
panels at twice the rate of 

humans.

• M a x i m o  l e v e r a g e  A I  t o :

• Power computer vision to ensure precise panel placement.

• Learn  and adapt to achieve higher performance levels.

• Reconstruct images obscured by glare and similar lighting conditions.

• M a x i m o  h a s  a l r e a d y  i n s t a l l e d  1 0  M W  o f  p a n e l s  a n d  A E S  e x p e c t s  
i t  t o  b u i l d  u p  t o  5  G W  o f  p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  y e a r s .

• T h a t  i n c l u d e s  t h e  f i r s t  d e p l o y m e n t  a t  t h e  2  G W  K e r n  C o u n t y  
C a l i f o r n i a  s o l a r - p l u s  s t o r a g e  p r o j e c t  -  t h e  l a r g e s t  s u c h  p r o j e c t  
i n  U S .
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But it  won’t take jobs –  Ha!

Said AES’s Mr. Shelton, “We are not 
focused on eliminating or replacing 

people in this equation. It’s 
actually just the opposite – we 

want to bring more people into this 
workforce.” 

Seriously?
• I f  M a x i m o  i s n ’ t  g o i n g  t o  r e d u c e  l a b o r  c o s t s  b y  r e d u c i n g  

l a b o r,  w h y  d o  i t ?

• W h y  c o m p a n i e s  f e e l  c o m p e l l e d  t o  b l o w  s m o ke  u p  o u r  
b u t t s  a b o u t  a u t o m a t i o n  i s  b e y o n d  m e .

• A u t o m a t i o n  d r i v e s  h i g h e r  p r o d u c t i v i t y  w h i c h  i n  t u r n  
d r i v e s  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  –  i t ’s  a  g o o d  t h i n g .

• Ye s ,  s o m e  p e o p l e  m a y  l o s e  t h e i r  j o b s ,  b u t  w h a t  w o u l d  a  
w o r l d  w i t h o u t  a u t o m a t i o n  l o o k  l i ke ?  

S e e  N e x t  S l i d e
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Ah, the good old days

Without automation the global 
economy would collapse.

Successful people embrace 
change and adapt to it. 

Let  me see a  show of  hands:  

How many people  want to return to the days  of  doing 
everything by manually?

Don’t  see  many hands.

Maximo wi l l  help  lower the cost  of  solar  and thus  the 
cost  of  energy.

Image credit: ServiceNow 



Advising Greentech 

companies to help 

maximize growth

Unbiased and Unfiltered
• An honest  assessment  o f  the  c l imate  change 

e f for t .  

• I  cover  wha t ’ s  work ing –  bu t  more impor tan t  -  
the  i s sues/ roadb locks  tha t  the  i ndust ry  wou ld 
p re fe r  to  ignore .

• A must - read for  anyone  w i th  a  des i re  to  
unders tand wha t ’ s  r ea l l y  go ing on  w i th  
r enewab le  energy  and c l imate  change .

I f  you  f ind  my  post s  i n format ive ,  
p l ease fo l low and  connect  w i th  me ,  

and share  these  posts .   
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