
Advising Greentech companies 

to help maximize growth

How Big is the 

“Green Power Gap”?

And what is the root cause?



What is the “Green Power Gap”?

• T h e  6 8  e n e r g y  p o o r  c o u n t r i e s  f a l l  b e l o w  t h e  M o d e r n  E n e r g y  
M i n i m u m  ( M E M )  d e f i n e d  a s  a n  a v e r a g e  a n n u a l  p e r  c a p i t a  
e n e r g y  u s a g e  o f  l e s s  t h a n  1 , 0 0 0  k W h  t h a t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  l i f t  
p e o p l e  o u t  o f  p o v e r t y  a n d  d r i v e  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t .

• T h e  G a p  i s  c a l c u l a t e d  b y  t h e  w o r l d w i d e  c a r b o n  e m i s s i o n  l e v e l s  
r e q u i r e d  t o  k e e p  g l o b a l  t e m p e r a t u r e s  b e l o w  1 . 7 5 °C  a c c o u n t i n g  
f o r  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  g o a l s .  

• I t  a s s u m e s  t h a t  t h e  5 5  “ a d v a n c e d ”  a n d  6 6  “ e m e r g i n g ”  
c o u n t r i e s  a c h i e v e s  n e t - z e r o  e m i s s i o n s  i n  20 5 0  a n d  20 6 0  
r e s p e c t i v e l y.  

Good luck with that  assumption.

The Rockefeller Foundation’s recent 
report identifies the “Green Power Gap.” 

The “Gap” estimates the renewable 
energy capacity that must be generated 

by 2050 for the identified countries to 
meet both global development and 

climate goals.

• The Rockefeller Foundation classified 193 UN 
member countries into three categories:

• Advanced economies: 55 countries defined as high-
income by the World Bank.

• Energy poor: includes 68 countries plus India, 
Indonesia, Gabon, and El Salvador.

• Emerging economies: representing the 66 countries 
that fall between the two categories. The groups 
differ based on electricity consumption.



Africa and Asia remain well behind

• 4 4  A f r i c a n  n a t i o n s  a r e  a m o n g  t h e  t h o s e  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  
G a p .  T h e  m o s t  p o p u l a t e d  i n c l u d e  N i g e r i a  ( 23 2 . 7  m i l  
p e o p l e) , E t h i o p i a  ( 1 3 2 . 1  m i l  p e o p l e)  a n d  D R  C o n g o  ( 1 0 9 . 3  m i l  
p e o p l e) .

• 20  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  i n  A s i a .  T h e  m o s t  n o t a b l e  a r e  I n d i a ,   
I n d o n e s i a ,  P a k i s t a n ,  B a n g l a d e s h ,  a n d  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  
w i t h  a  c o m b i n e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  2 . 23  b i l l i o n  p e o p l e .

• T h e  r e m a i n i n g  c o u n t r i e s  i n c l u d e  s i x  i n  L a t i n  A m e r i c a  &  
C a r i b b e a n  a n d  t w o  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .

No surprise that the Gap is a 
byproduct of the lack of wealth. 

This is an on-going challenge for the 
climate movement which is relying 

on wealthier nations to help fund 
the solution.



The Green Power Gap is Massive

• T h e  r e p o r t  e s t i m a t e s  t h e  G r e e n  Po w e r  G a p  a t  8 , 7 0 0  
t e r a w a t t - h o u r s  ( T W h)

• H o w  m u c h  p o w e r  i s  8 , 7 0 0  T W h ?

• I t  i s  a p p r ox i m a t e l y  T W I C E  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  p o w e r  
g e n e r a t e d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n n u a l l y .

• T h e  “ G a p ”  c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  a  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  3 . 8  b i l l i o n  
p e o p l e  -  s l i g h t l y  l e s s  t h a n  h a l f  t h e  g l o b a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  

Ouch!

It’s a catch-22.

Energy poor nations don’t have the financial 
ability to achieve the net-zero goals on their 

own.

Wealthy nations will invariably make 
promises that are domestically politically 

problematic.

The climate movement needs a new plan.



Advising Greentech 

companies to help 

maximize growth

Unbiased and Unfiltered
• An honest  assessment  o f  the  c l imate  change 

e f for t .  

• I  cover  wha t ’ s  work ing –  bu t  more impor tan t  -  
the  i s sues/ roadb locks  tha t  the  i ndust ry  wou ld 
p re fe r  to  ignore .

• A must - read for  anyone  w i th  a  des i re  to  
unders tand wha t ’ s  r ea l l y  go ing on  w i th  
r enewab le  energy  and c l imate  change .

I f  you  f ind  my  post s  i n format ive ,  
p l ease fo l low and  connect  w i th  me ,  

and share  these  posts .   
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