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• Purpose

• BC Perspective

• Process for Creating a Code

• Samples of Request

• Value Set Use

• Q&A



Purpose – Why BC Document Ontology

LOINC AXIS EXAMPLE

SUBJECT MATTER DOMAIN Cardiology, Physical Therapy, Pediatric Cardiology

ROLE  Physician, Nurse, Case Manager, Therapist

SETTING   Hospital, Outpatient, Emergency Department

TYPE OF SERVICE  Consultation, History, Discharge Summary

KIND OF DOCUMENT  Note, Report, Procedure, Consent

BC DISPLAY NAME

Cardiology Consult   

Derm Progress   

Geri Med Admit    

LOINC DISPLAY NAME

Cardiology Consult Note   

Cardiology Attending Consult Note  

Cardiology Hospital Admission Note  



BC Document Ontology Value Set



BC Perspective

• Canadian”ize” some subject matter domains (e.g. Respirology vs 
Pulmonology)

• For non doc.ont class document types (diagnostic studies, tests)

– “Report” = used if diagnostic study only monitors and captures data 
(i.e. Pacemaker) 

– “Test” = used if the diagnostic study captures data while patient is 
being actively stimulated (i.e., treadmill test) 

• Remove “note” from titles where not required (90% of all note types).

• UPCC in BC is used in place of Urgent Care. 

• Outpatient progress notes used extensively. Inpatient progress notes are 
seldom distributed in BC (due to volume).

• Figure out the nature of the problem with document title.



BC Document Ontology Workflow 
Process Requesting a new document type

BC Document 
Ontology

Vancouver Coastal Health needs 3 new 
document types in Cerner to capture 
details about some new transplant 
procedures. We want to distribute these 
documents outside of Cerner to the 
Family Doctor.

In Cerner we want to call them: 
1. Liver transplant procedure note
2. Kidney transplant procedure note
3. Lung transplant procedure note
 

LOINC

Do we already have the document type in 
the BC Ontology ? 

Does LOINC support the document type 
with that specific name ?

Does LOINC support the document type 
with a similar or less discrete name ? 

e.g. Solid Organ Transplant Procedure Note

If document type is truly unique and no 
existing LOINC code exists, request a new 
x-code* from Excelleris with the exact 
name in the original request and add this 
to the BC Document Ontology**

Excelleris

BC Ontology 
Working 
Group

YES No

YES No

YES No

* Work with Infoway to see if this document type is valid for a formal request to LOINC for inclusion in LOINC
** Monitor existing x-codes for valid LOINC replacement codes in future releases of LOINC

Process for Creating a Code



Sample of Request Received
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Request Result

Neonatal Consult Neonatal-Perinatal Consult

Nephrology Transplant Surgery Transplant Surgery

Nephrology Annual Review Nephrology Plan of Care

Asthma Clinic Note Respirology Clinic Note

Mental Health Act Form 4 Involuntary Admission (Form 4)

Mental Health Act Form 6 Involuntary Admission Renewal (Form 6)

Community Collaborative Care Plans Primary Care Network Care Plan

Respirology Operative Note Rejected

Patient Progress Summary Retracted



Value Set Use in BC

Health 
Authority

Population Using BCLOINC?

Fraser 2.0 Million 100% - rolling out as upgrade hospitals (4/12 done)

Vancouver 
Coastal

1.25 Million 100%

Island 867,000 100%

Interior 820,000 About 30 document types, growing slowly

Northern 300,000 LOINC Identifiers and names, in progress



BC Document Ontology

B.C. Document Ontology Value Set - Province of British Columbia

BC Webpage:

B.C. Document Ontology Implementation Guide v6.0 (PDF, 651 KB)

B.C. Document Ontology LOINC Codes v6.0 (Excel, 141.5 KB)

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/health-information-standards/standards-catalogue/bc-document-ontology
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/health-information-standards/standards-catalogue/bc-document-ontology
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/health-information-standards/standards-catalogue/bc-document-ontology
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/practitioner-pro/health-information-standards/bc_document_ontology_implementation_guide_v6.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/practitioner-pro/health-information-standards/bc_document_ontology_implementation_guide_v6.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/practitioner-pro/health-information-standards/bc_document_ontology_implementation_guide_v6.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/practitioner-pro/health-information-standards/bc_document_ontology_implementation_guide_v6.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/practitioner-pro/health-information-standards/bc_document_ontology_implementation_guide_v6.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/practitioner-pro/health-information-standards/bc_document_ontology_implementation_guide_v6.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/practitioner-pro/health-information-standards/bc_document_ontology_loinc_codes_v6.xlsx
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/practitioner-pro/health-information-standards/bc_document_ontology_loinc_codes_v6.xlsx
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/practitioner-pro/health-information-standards/bc_document_ontology_loinc_codes_v6.xlsx
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/practitioner-pro/health-information-standards/bc_document_ontology_loinc_codes_v6.xlsx
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/practitioner-pro/health-information-standards/bc_document_ontology_loinc_codes_v6.xlsx


BC Document Ontology Team

• Dr. Ian Bekker – Clinician, SME

• Dennis Cabel – Technical, SME

• Mukesh Kashyap – Business, Ministry of Health  

• BC PLUG Team (LOINC Users Group)

• BC HIS Team (Health Information Standards)

Contact us:

HLTH.HISSupport@gov.bc.ca

mailto:mukesh.kashyap@gov.bc.ca
mailto:mukesh.kashyap@gov.bc.ca
mailto:HLTH.HISSupport@gov.bc.ca
mailto:HLTH.HISSupport@gov.bc.ca
mailto:HLTH.HISSupport@gov.bc.ca


Questions and Discussion 
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Thank you!!!
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