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As I reflect on this past year, I'm filled with gratitude for what we've accomplished together. This has been 
a transformational season tor Englewood Arts-a time of vision becoming reality What began as a dream 
has taken physical form: vibrant, purpose-built spaces where creativity can thrive. From affordable studios 
and flexible workspaces to inspiring venues tor the arts, the Englewood Arts Center is a testament to what 

community, passion, and perseverance can achieve. This space was designed not only to serve as a home tor 
artists and makers, but also as a cultural heartbeat tor the broader community Already, we are witnessing the 

spark of connection, collaboration, and innovation taking root. 
Looking ahead, the coming year will be pivotal. Our focus is on expanding diverse and accessible programming, deepening 
community engagement, and creating opportunities for all people to connect through the arts, regardless of background or 
income. 

1 At the same time, we continue to work on cultivating attainable housing opportunities, helping artists, creatives, and 
community members alike find a place to call home in the vibrant neighborhood we 're building together. 

We invite you to be part of this exciting journey Whether you're an artist, neighbor, supporter, or first-time visitor, there's a 
place tor you here. Together, we'll continue to grow a space where creativity belongs to all. 
Thank you for your ongoing dedication to our mission and for helping us bring Englewood Arts to life. 

Teresa Dorsch, Executive Director 
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Before & After 

OUR 
MISSION: 

To assist the community through development of residential and commercial incentives, public art, art events, 
art programs, philanthropy and community outreach solutions, which result in a thriving community with 
engagement and pride 



WE ARE BLOOMING WITH CREATIVITY 

Overlay Zoning 

On October 21, 2024, the Independence City Council approved unique 

zoning for Englewood, allowing smaller permanent home builds, 

Auxiliary Dwelling Units, and Cottage Neighborhoods. The zoning 

was written by Teresa Dorsch, EA Executive Director, and was 

shaped by over 100 volunteers through years of document 

development and public meetings, and we engaged more 

than 1,100 households with information and outreach. 

Building Occupancy 

As of February 15, 2024, we reached a major milestone: 

full occupancy of our newly renovated community arts 

center. This marks a significant phase in activating the 

building, with artist residencies, workshops, and community 

programs now underway. Eight artists were selected for the 

inaugural Resident Artist Program, representing a range of 

ages, mediums, and backgrounds. 

Summer Arts Camp 

Our Summer Arts Camp continued to expand its reach 

and impact in 2024, with 118 children enrolled in our 

8-week program. We were proud to award 62 scholarships,

ensuring accessibility for all, and offered meals to every

student, addressing food insecurity. This year also saw

the successful introduction of a 3-week Teen Experience,

further broadening our educational offerings and

empowering creativity in young people.

re:ART Fest 

We hosted a free one-day community art festival in partnership 

with Truman Heritage Habitat for Humanity and MU Extension, 

featuring over 35 vendors, 8 live performances, and more than 300 

attendees- 75+ of whom took part in a hands-on community sculpture 

activity. The festival also served as an introduction to Rock the Block. On 

October 4th, we hosted a mini Rock the Block program, a neighborhood clean-up 

effort in partnership with Truman Heritage Habitat for Humanity and MU Extension. 



JANUARY-DECEMBER 2024 

Bank Accounts & Cash $64,512 

Accounts Receivable $600 

Other Current Assets & Pledges $68,097 

Current Assets $133,209 

Furniture, Equipment & Fixed Assets $285,068 

Construction in Progress $400,000 

Buildings $2,638,986 

Intangible Assets $11,578 

Fixed Assets $3,335,633 

LIABILITIES 

Accounts Payable $340 Youth Camp Restricted $13,504 

Restricteu Funds Liabilities $0 Funds 

Other Current Liabilities $35,463 •. ted Funds-Equity· $2,500 

Current Liabilities $35,803 Unrestricted Funds 

Notes Payable $1,373,816 

Long-Term Liabilities $1,373,816 Equity 

Total Liabilities $1,409,619 

From Vacant to Vibrant: A Year of Expansion and Impact 

Thanks to your incredible support, Englewood Arts has transformed from a long­

abandoned medical building into a vibrant community arts center Together, we removed 

over 150 tons of debris, installed essential infrastructure like lighting, electrical, and HVAC, 

and built flexible, welcoming spaces designed for community and creativity to thrive. 

Your generosity helped lay the foundation-now, we 're bringing it to life! 

$1,821,304 

$221,913 

$2,059,222 

$3,468,842 



I 2024 and before 
$150,001-$500,000 Victor E. and Caroline E. Schutte Carpenter and Concrete Restoration Carl and Jean Chinnery 

Cornell Roofing & Sheet Metal Foundation Trust, David W. Piper-Wind Architects Inc Truman Heartland Charitable Brad and Sandy Cox 

Robert Joseph and Elizabeth 
Frantze, and Bank of America, 

Brent Schondelmeyer and Lee Foundation Endowment Fund Terry Garberg N.A. Trustees 
Marlese Gourley 

Flip and Janet Short 
Williams Truman Heritage Habitat for Joseph and Dawn Gentle 

Muriel McBrien Kauffman Family The Sosland Foundation Humanity 
Ensemble lberica 

Foundation SPEC Building Materials Kearny Wornall Foundation 

Rothwell Construction, Inc. 
Corporation $7,501-$15,000 Linda Lighten 

UMB Financial Corporation 909 Properties, Inc. $2,501-$7,500 Independence Young Matrons 
Dorothy Salyer Charitable Foundation 

AD Demolition and Recycling LLC A. Scott Gauger Dr. Bridget McCandless 
Sherman Family Foundation WestiNd Connection 

Michael and Anna Baxley Jeannette and Jerome Cohen Ellen Morris 
The Sunderland Foundation 

$15,001-$35,000 Breidenthal-Snyder Foundation 
Philantropic Fund 

Carrie O'Connor 
$75,001-$150,000 Bernstein-Rein Dunn Family Foundation 

Bill and Jill Esry 
Charles and Susan Porter 

McLeod Fab The Francis Family Foundation William J Brace Charitable Trust Cindy Foster 
Rusty and Pamela Harris 

Mark and Candace Roberts 
at the discretion of David and 

Lillith & George Burner Foundation Gannett Foundation Mark and Janice Schonwetter Janis Francis Jelley Family Foundation Fund 
Monte Short Byron Constance and Jane Taylor Arvin Gottlieb Charitable 

Russ and Susan Kerley 
Jacqueline Shrum 

Division 7 Sales Inc Foundation Warehouse One Speaks Chapel 
Independence Civic Council John and Nancy Kimak 

Richard J. Stern Foundation for Ewing Marion Kauffman 
Connie Mayta 

Zach Walker and Lauren Palmer 
the Arts, Commerce Bank, N.A., Foundation Mary Lou Jacoby Lysle and Carolyn Weeks 
Trustee Daniel Green E. Kemper Carter and Anna Curry Nerman Family Foundation 

Hand-In-Hand Fund Carter Community Memorial David and Constance Ross $1,000 or less 
$35,001-$75,000 

Barnett & Shirley Helzberg 
Trust Rotary Club of Lee's Summit 109 Donors 

Ronald D. Deffenbaugh Foundation 
Land Charitable Gift Account 

Mader Foundation Martha Salinas 
Francis Family Foundation 

Lead Bank 
Metropolitan Community College The Seidler Foundation 

Francis Family Foundation at the 
Dr. Barbara Martin 

Mighty Cause Charitable Neil and Blanche Sosland discretion of J. Scott Francis Foundation 
Steve and Joan Israelite M&M Painting Jerry A. Page 

Patricia Werthan Uhlmann 

Susan Lordi Marker M&M Properties Cyndy Price 
Mark B. Wildermuth 

Fred and Jami Pryor Foundation Danny and Carla O'Neill Mark and Patti Simcosky $1,001-$2,500 
Fund Dee and Joyce Pack Terry and Betty Snapp Glenda Bailey 

Rotary Club of Independence Tammy Parsons and Darlene Sullivan Brothers Epoxy Painting Mean Green Blasting 


