
Advising Greentech companies 

to help maximize growth

Changing the Climate Message

Part 1

Recommendations 1 through 5



Stop making it about fossil fuels!

I can hear it now: Of course it’s about 
fossil fuels. They are responsible for 
most carbon emissions.

To that I say: How’s that strategy 
working out for you?

Remember: We’re talking about 
messaging not necessarily the end goal.

W h y  i t ’s  a  b a d  i d e a
1 . W e ’ v e  b e e n  u s i n g  f o s s i l  f u e l s  f o r  

t h o u s a n d s  ( y e s  t h o u s a n d s )  o f  
y e a r s .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  C h i n a  i s  b e l i e v e d  
t o  h a v e  f i r s t  u s e d  c o a l  4 , 0 0 0  y e a r s  
a g o .

2 . T h e y  f u e l e d  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  a g e  a n d  
h a v e  b e e n  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  
g l o b a l  e c o n o m y  f o r  o v e r  1 0 0  y e a r s

3 . I n  2 0 2 3  f o s s i l  f u e l s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  
o v e r  8 0 %  o f  t h e  g l o b a l  e n e r g y  m i x .

4 . O i l  a n d  g a s  p r o d u c t i o n  a c c o u n t s  f o r  
a l m o s t  4 %  o f  t h e  g l o b a l  e c o n o m y  
a n d  8 %  o f  U S  G D P.

In other words: Fossil fuels are a massive pocketbook issue not just for big 
corporations but for everyone.

Firmly entrenched: As we’ve seen, the effort to immediately shut the spigot off 
prompted a well-funded and fierce resistance.

The bottom line: It’s simply impossible to quickly wean the world off of fossil fuels. It 
must be systematic to achieve quick and financially viable results.



Focus on the end goal 

Although the world will eventually 
migrate to clean energy alternatives, 

that isn’t the goal.

The goal is to reduce the level of 
harmful emissions in the atmosphere. 

In their fervor to eliminate “evil” fossil 
fuels, many climate advocates have 

lost sight of that.

W h a t  i f  t h e  w o r l d  c o u l d  r e d u c e  c a r b o n  a n d  o t h e r  G H G  e m i s s i o n s  
t o  a c c e p t a b l e  l e v e l s  w i t h o u t  e n d i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  f o s s i l  f u e l s ?

Wo u l d n ’ t  t h a t  b e  a c c e p t a b l e ?  

• To  s o m e  i n  t h e  c l i m a t e  c o m m u n i t y  t h e  a n s w e r  w o u l d  b e  n o ,  a n d  
t h e r e i n  l i e s  t h e  p r o b l e m .

• T h e  f o c u s  s h o u l d  b e  s o l e l y  o n  r e d u c i n g  e m i s s i o n s .

• A c c o m p l i s h i n g  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  r e d u c i n g  f o s s i l  f u e l  u s e ,  b u t  t h a t  s h o u l d  
n o t  b e  t h e  c e n t e r p i e c e  o f  t h e  m e s s a g i n g  o r  t h e  s t r a t e g y.

• F o r  e x a m p l e :  c a r b o n  c a p t u r e  a n d  s e q u e s t r a t i o n  –  a l t h o u g h  d e n i g r a t e d  
b y  m a n y  c l i m a t e  a d v o c a t e s  –  c o u l d  b e  a  v i a b l e  o p t i o n  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  
a c t u a l  g o a l .  I f  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  c a n  a d v a n c e  s u f f i c i e n t l y ,  i t ’ s  c e r t a i n l y  a  
m o r e  p r a g m a t i c  s o l u t i o n .  



Stop harping on the impossible

The ship has sailed on the 
1.5 degree C objective. 

By some measures we’re 
already there.

• F o c u s  o n  t h e  d o a b l e  n o t  t h e  i m p o s s i b l e .

• Re p e a t i n g  s o m e t h i n g  o v e r  a n d  o v e r  d o e s n ’ t  m a ke  i t  s o .

• A n d  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  t h a t  i f  w e  o n l y  t r i p l e  o u r  a l r e a d y  
f a i l e d  e f f o r t s ,  w e  c a n  s t i l l  d o  i t  –  o n l y  m a ke s  y o u  l o o k  
f o o l i s h  t o  t h e  u n c o n v i n c e d .

• I t ’s  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  p a n d e r i n g  t o  t h e  e x t r e m e s  o f  a  
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y.

• T h e  e n d  r e s u l t :  i t  d i m i n i s h e s  o v e r a l l  c r e d i b i l i t y.



Crisis?    
What crisis?

The recent survey results make it clear 
that the majority of people aren’t 
buying into the “crisis” narrative.

Positioning climate in that fashion is 
contrary to how humans view the 

world.

• S t o p  p o r t r a y i n g  c l i m a t e  a s  a  c r i s i s .

• I t  m a y  w e l l  b e  a  c r i s i s ,  b u t  i t  c a n ’ t  b e  d e f i n i t i v e l y  
p r o v e n .

• H i s t o r y  h a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  t h e  h u m a n  r a c e  i s  
u n w i l l i n g  t o  d e a l  w i t h  f u t u r e  p r o b l e m s .

• O n  a  m a c r o  l e v e l ,  w e  a r e  c r i s i s  m a n a g e m e n t  b e i n g s ,  b u t  
t h e  c r i s i s  m u s t  b e  e v i d e n t  o r  i m m i n e n t .  C l i m a t e  d o e s n ’ t  
f i t  t h e  m i n d s e t .



Stop making predictions

Climate science is still nascent. As 
such, its conclusions will not always 

be accurate. 

The models need to be refined to 
increase the accuracy of its predictions 

but that will take time and more data.

• T h e  r e a l i t y  i s  t h a t  m o s t  –  i f  n o t  a l l  -  t h e  p r e d i c t i o n s  
c o m i n g  f r o m  c l i m a t e  s c i e n c e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  u n p r o v a b l e .  

• M a n y  w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  b e  w r o n g .

• T h i s  d i m i n i s h e s  o v e r a l l  c r e d i b i l i t y  a n d  p r o v i d e s  
a m m u n i t i o n  t o  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n .

We’l l  p ick  up on the sc ience massage tomorrow with 
recommendations 6  through 10.  



Advising Greentech 

companies to help 

maximize growth

Unbiased and Unfiltered
• An honest  assessment  o f  the  c l imate  change 

e f for t .  

• I  cover  wha t ’ s  work ing –  bu t  more impor tan t  -  
the  i s sues/ roadb locks  tha t  the  i ndust ry  wou ld 
p re fe r  to  ignore .

• A must - read for  anyone  w i th  a  des i re  to  
unders tand wha t ’ s  r ea l l y  go ing on  w i th  
r enewab le  energy  and c l imate  change .

I f  you  f ind  my  post s  i n format ive ,  
p l ease fo l low and  connect  w i th  me ,  

and share  these  posts .   
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