
Public Health Surveillance 

(PHS) Community 

December 7, 2023

2:00 – 3:00 ET



PHS Community Agenda:

1. Welcome and introductions

2. National Vaccine Catalogue - update

3. Imms Dashboard; synonym subsets; 

RFCs update

5.  CVC update

6.  Wrap up



Updates on the development of the New 

PHAC-Led National Vaccine Catalogue

Public Health Surveillance Community 

Dec 7, 2023



Create a development 
environment, 

configure server and 
user interface (UI) for 

Prototype 1 

Define 
non/technical 
business 
requirements to 
inform the 
minimum viable 
product

Objec
tives

Established the development 
environment and configure 
servers.

Created the database 
schema and import the latest 
version of the CVC data. 

Implemented the RESTful API 
found in CANImmunize’s API 
documentation.

Developed user interface 
that enables browsing of 
data.

Established a disk storage 
system for historical releases

CANImmunize continued to 
provide and maintain CVC 
services/operations during the 
transition period.

CANImmunize engages in 
knowledge transfer activities 
with PHAC

.

Conducted a thorough assessment 
of existing data sources to identify 
opportunities for streamlining and 
optimization.

Explored strategies for enhancing 
data flow between HC and PHAC 

Conduct User 
Acceptance Testing of 
the platform

Identify training needs 
for end-users and 
conduct required 
training

Set-up platform 
maintenance and 
management systems 
to ensure that services 
continue to operate 
effectively after 
deployment.

Establish an expert user and data 
provider team (EUDP) with terms 
of reference 

Comprised of F/P/T and EMR vendors 
end users that will be responsible for 
(1) defining use cases and data gaps (2) 
providing input on platform features 
(3) conducting user acceptance testing

Implement enhanced 
query/search function

Implement full FHIR API

Implement 
feasible non/technical 
requirements identified 
during consultations 
considering time constraints. 
.
Ensure user interface 
adheres to Government On-
Line (GOL) guidelines.

Begin transition to 
Government of Canada 
owned server.

Establish archived files

Activi
ties

PHASE 1 (Complete)
Maintain seamless 

continuity of operations 
while transferring 

knowledge for in-house 
transition

Define/ refine current 
needs, integrate, and 
align processes and 

system functionalities

End-to-end and user-
acceptance testing to ensure 

user needs are met before 
deployment

Develop 
roadmap 

and 
implement 

NVC

Optimize data sources and 
prioritize their integration 

into Prototype 2

Identify one data source as a 
starting point for Prototype 2 to 
serve as a solid foundation for 
further development and testing

Implemented (1) manual/auto 
upload functionalities (2) 
notification & system support 
services to alert users of 
important updates of changes in 
the integrated data (3) 
administrative portal and 
administrator authentication

Develop Prototype 3 and 
finalize the MVP with 

features development, 
integration of data sources, 

and adherence to 
government online 

guidelines

Integrate and link data 
from all identified 
sources, ensuring a 
comprehensive and 
interconnected database.

Implement supporting 
functionalities (1) creating 
relationships among 
tables (2) supporting 
multiple types of 
relationships and data 
normalization ability (3) 
any remaining 
manual/auto functions
approach to standardize 
how CHI provides updates 
to users.

PHASE 2 (Complete) PHASE 3 (In progress)

*NRC

National Vaccine Catalogue Updates – Phases and Activities

Conducted stakeholder mapping 
and initiate consultations with 
federal partners.

Global Affairs Canada, Canadian 
Armed Forces, Correctional Services 
Canada, PHAC-Vaccine Safety, PHAC-
Vaccine Logistics & Operations

Document business 
requirements for F/P/Ts and 
EMR vendor end-users



The development efforts have been focused on ensuring the NVC properly captures information from the CHI database. 
Work done on this data and other activities include:

• Database creation and mapping of relationships between Health Canada and SNOMED – CT 
Concepts ongoing

• Support and Import of CHI data ongoing

• User Interface Design ongoing

• Pre-hosting activities to support transition from NRC to PHAC and in-house maintenance 
started

• Activities to support FHIR API implementation ongoing

NVC Development Updates



• Any thoughts to adding CVX codes mapped to the SNOMED ones? would help to advance interoperability
with international partners

Currently, the focus of development is on the MVP. One of the goals of the NVC is to ensure interoperability at
the international level. This is important at the federal level, and we have established its importance to the PTs
as well. We will be exploring our options for international interoperability including the use of the CVX codes
following the completion of the MVP.

• Is barcoding in the scope of this work?

Barcode information will not be included in the MVP but will be evaluated for inclusion in future iterations to
enhance the NVC following the MVP development.

• Since March 2024 is not that far away, will PHAC be in a position soon to explain how they see their role in
the RFC process. And what the maintenance process will look like

PHAC is engaging with CHI and HC to leverage the RFC process for any new vaccines approved by Health
Canada.

• Wondering about Non-health Canada products and what will be done with these? Adding them to our
systems is very helpful for data entry.

The MVP will include products authorized by Health Canada. The inclusion of products authorized
internationally will be explored in the future, following the development of the MVP.

• Will the existing CVC codes be included in the NVC?

Clarity is needed on this question. However, the MVP will include key data elements from Health Canada and
CHI (e.g. lots, expiration dates, SNOMED codes). Additional data elements will be scoped following MVP
development via consultation with PT stakeholders.

Answers to Questions on the NVC development



Contact

nvc-cnv@phac-aspc.gc.ca

CONFIDENTIAL

mailto:nvc-cnv@phac-aspc.gc.ca
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3. Imms Dashboard - preview

Any additional suggestions?
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Requests for Changes (RFCs)

Status update:

Is there a need for additional SNOMED CT 

CA synonyms?



4. CVC Updates

Proposal to modify the following public picklist 

term in the CVC:

Current CVC Public Picklist Term Proposed CVC Public Picklist Term

Zoster (Shingles) Herpes zoster (Shingles)

Zoster (Shingles) non-live Herpes zoster (Shingles) non-live

Zos Herpes zoster (Shingles) live attenuated

Rationale: PHAC refers to this vaccine as “Herpes zoster 

(Shingles)” in the Canadian Immunization Guide, therefore we’d 

like to remain consistent with this (CANImmunize public app use 

case)



4. CVC Release Update 

Version 1.1.37

Released on November 27, 2023

Generic subset

• Addition of Men-C-A agent

Lot / Expiry

• Addition of COVID-19 data up to November 15th



4. CVC Release Update 

Version 1.1.38

Prerelease distributed on December 6th

Target release date: December 11th

Lot / Expiry

• Addition of all vaccine lot/expiry data for the month of November, 2023.



Wrap up / Questions?

Next meeting date: 

Thursday, January 4, 2:00-3:00 ET



LET’S CONNECT ON LINKEDIN

linkedin.com/company/canada-health-infoway/

LET’S CONNECT ON TWITTER

@infoway

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

infoway-inforoute.ca

VISIT OUR SURVEY WEBSITE

insights.infoway-inforoute.ca/

Thank you!

Contact Information: 

tmawhinney@infoway-inforoute.ca
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