
Advising Greentech companies 

to help maximize growth

Humankind - this is Earth -

we have a problem

Part 3

Cause and effect



Now we’re getting somewhere

The dip from 2008 to 2012 (hitting a low of 
70% in 2009) is curious. Obama was 

president so it wouldn’t appear to stem from 
leadership.

It does coincide with the Great Recession. 
Perhaps the population was distracted by 

economic concerns. 

This warrants further study. If economic 
conditions can impact opinions on climate, 

we need to know it.

• A l t h o u g h  t h e  w o r d i n g  o f  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  b i a s e d  t h e  r e s u l t s ,  i t ’s  
e n c o u r a g i n g  t h a t  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  p e o p l e  b e l i e v e  h u m a n s  
( a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t )  a r e  c a u s i n g  g l o b a l  w a r m i n g .  T h a t ’s  t h e  c r i t i c a l  
f o u n d a t i o n  t o  a l t e r i n g  b e h a v i o r.

• B u t  l i k e  o t h e r  r e s u l t s  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  h a s n ’ t  m o v e d :

• 81% in 1997 and 83% in 2024. 



The fact that this questioned was asked 
is problematic

This result is particularly 
disappointing. 

It indicates that the general 
public is far from categorizing 

rising temperatures as a crisis. 

• I t ’s  n o t  c l e a r  w h a t  s i g n i f i e s  
“ g o o d ”  s o  i t ’s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
d i s c e r n  i f  t h i s  r e s p o n s e  
s i g n a l s  t h a t  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  
b e t w e e n  w a r m i n g  
t e m p e r a t u r e s  a n d  s e v e r e  
w e a t h e r  a n d / o r  a d v e r s e  
e c o l o g i c a l  c h a n g e s  i s  a s  
s t r o n g  a s  o n e  w o u l d  h o p e .

• O v e r  a  t h i r d  o f  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  c o n s i d e r s  g l o b a l  
w a r m i n g  n e i t h e r  g o o d  o r  
b a d .  T h a t ’s  b a d .

• A t  l e a s t  o n l y  t h e  l u n a t i c  
f r i n g e  b e l i e v e  i t ’s  g o o d .

 



You can’t be serious!

I don’t even know where to begin with this 
result.

Given the report did not expand on the 
thought process behind the “will help” 

response, I can only assume (or hope) that 
those who believe global warming will be 

helpful are saying so because it is causing 
the world to clean up its act.

Any other rationale is difficult to justify.

T h e s e  r e s u l t s  a r e  d o w n r i g h t  
a w f u l .  

• F i r s t :  T h e  “ w i l l  h u r t  f u t u r e  
g e n e r a t i o n s ”  r e s p o n s e  m o v e d  
u p  a  w h o p p i n g  1  p e r c e n t a g e  
p o i n t  s i n c e  2 0 0 9 .

• S e c o n d :  S o m e  d i s p a r i t y  
b e t w e e n  “ w i l l  h u r t  m e  
p e r s o n a l l y ”  a n d  “ w i l l  h u r t  
f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s ”  i s  t o  b e  
e x p e c t e d .  B u t  i f  t h e  g o a l  i s  t o  
c h a n g e  b e h a v i o r,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
o n l y  s l i g h t l y  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  o f  
A m e r i c a n s  t h i n k  i t  w i l l  i m p a c t  
t h e m  i s  a  m a j o r  p r o b l e m .

• T h i r d :  I f  w e  a s s u m e  t h o s e  w h o  
r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  g l o b a l  
w a r m i n g  w o u l d  b e  h e l p f u l  s a i d  
s o  b e c a u s e  i t  w i l l  f o r c e  a  
t r a n s i t i o n s  t o  c l e a n e r  
t e c h n o l o g i e s ,  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e s  
o f  3 6 %  a n d  2 9 %  c a n  o n l y  b e  
c a t e g o r i z e d  a s  a l a r m i n g .



Perceptions are worse than thought

Tomorrow, will wrap the summary by 
looking at the results related to issue 

engagement and how to deal with 
global warming.

Next week I’ll discuss what this all 
means and what changes need to be 
made to climate change messaging.

• I  a d m i t  t h a t  I  f o c u s  o n  w h a t ’ s  w r o n g  b e c a u s e  i f  y o u  d o n ’ t  i d e n t i f y  t h e  
i s s u e s ,  y o u  c a n ’ t  f i x  t h e m .  I f  y o u ’ r e  a  “ p o s i t i v e  p e r s o n ”  a n d  w a n t  t o  
f o c u s  o n  w h a t ’ s  g o o d  o r  w o r k i n g  –  k n o c k  y o u r s e l f  o u t .  B u t  b e  w a r n e d :  
d o i n g  s o  i s n ’ t  l i k e l y  t o  r e s u l t  i n  p r o g r e s s .

• W h e n  I  s t a r t e d  l o o k i n g  a t  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  I  d i d n ’ t  e x p e c t  w h a t  I  f o u n d .  
T h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t e r m s  o f  w i n n i n g  t h e  h e a r t s  a n d  m i n d s  o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  
c i t i z e n  i s  f a r  w o r s e  t h a n  a n t i c i p a t e d .



Advising Greentech 

companies to help 

maximize growth

Unbiased and Unfiltered
• An honest  assessment  o f  the  c l imate  change 

e f for t .  

• I  cover  wha t ’ s  work ing –  bu t  more impor tan t  -  
the  i s sues/ roadb locks  tha t  the  i ndust ry  wou ld 
p re fe r  to  ignore .

• A must - read for  anyone  w i th  a  des i re  to  
unders tand wha t ’ s  r ea l l y  go ing on  w i th  
r enewab le  energy  and c l imate  change .

I f  you  f ind  my  post s  i n format ive ,  
p l ease fo l low and  connect  w i th  me ,  

and share  these  posts .   
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