
Advising Greentech companies 

to help maximize growth

What Caused Climate Change 
to Become Political?



Opposite ends of the spectrum

This data is from a GlobalScan 
public opinion poll conducted last 

summer.

The findings are not unlike previous 
surveys, but the question is: what 
caused climate change to become 

political?

• T h e  s u r v e y  r e s u l t s  s p e a k  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .  T h e  v i e w  o f  c l i m a t e  
c h a n g e  b y  f o l l o w e r s  o f  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  c o u l d  
n o t  b e  m o r e  d i f f e r e n t .

• S e v e n  o u t  o f  1 0  D e m o c r a t s  c o n s i d e r  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  a  “ v e r y  
s e r i o u s ”  i s s u e s  w h i l e  o n l y  t h r e e  i n  1 0  R e p u b l i c a n s  s h a r e  t h a t  
v i e w.



Yet the data seems compelling

Politically, I’m an independent. I have 
an equal distaste for both political 

parties.

I view them both more as a major cause 
of our problems rather than the 

solution to them.

What drives me is data, not opinion, and 
the data seems compelling.

• T h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  c a r b o n  d i o x i d e  e m i s s i o n s  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  t h e  
a d v e n t  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  a g e .  T h e y  b e g a n  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  
e s c a l a t e  i n  t h e  1 9 7 0 s .

• G l o b a l  t e m p e r a t u r e s  b e g a n  t o  d r a m a t i c a l l y  r i s e  i n  a l m o s t  t h e  
e x a c t  s a m e  t i m e f r a m e .

C oincidence? Not l ikely.
• S o  w h y  h a v e  o p i n i o n s  o n  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a n  

o b v i o u s  p r o b l e m  d i v i d e d  o n  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e s ?

See Next  Sl ide



Messaging and Strategy

The reasons for the divide are 
more complex than can be 
contained in a single slide.

However, the root cause is in a 
poorly thought-out plan and 
extremely poor messaging.

H e r e  i s  a  s a m p l i n g  o f  e r r o r s  t h a t  I  b e l i e v e  w e r e  m a d e :

• I t  i s / w a s  a  m i s t a k e  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  d i c t a t e  s i g n i f i c a n t  s o c i a l  c h a n g e s  
l i k e  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  E V s  a n d  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  g a s  s t o v e s .

• P u t t i n g  a l l  t h e  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  e g g s  i n  t h e  s o l a r  a n d  w i n d  b a s k e t  w a s  
a  m a j o r  b l u n d e r.

• T h e  a b s o l u t e  “ p u r i t y ”  o f  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  d i s m i s s e d  o p t i o n s  l i k e  
n u c l e a r  a n d  c a r b o n  c a p t u r e  a l i e n a t e d  m a n y.

• Po s i t i o n i n g  c l i m a t e  a s  a  “ c r i s i s ”  i s / w a s  a  g r i e v o u s  e r r o r.  I t  w a s  n e v e r  
g o i n g  t o  p l a y.

• N o t  f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  t o  p e o p l e ’ s  
d a i l y  l i v e s  w a s  a  k e y  o v e r s i g h t .

• I n  a  n u t s h e l l ,  t h e  s t r a t e g y  e x a s p e r a t e d  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  
b e t w e e n  t h e  p a r t i e s  i n s t e a d  o f  s e e k i n g  c o m m o n  g r o u n d .  

T h e  q u e s t i o n  n o w  i s n ’ t  w h e t h e r  i t ’s  t o o  l a t e ,  b u t  w h e t h e r  t h e  
c l i m a t e  c o m m u n i t y  r e c o g n i z e s  i t s  m i s t a k e s  a n d  i s  w i l l i n g  t o  t a k e  

c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n ?



Advising Greentech 

companies to help 

maximize growth

Unbiased and Unfiltered
• An honest  assessment  o f  the  c l imate  change 

e f for t .  

• I  cover  wha t ’ s  work ing –  bu t  more impor tan t  -  
the  i s sues/ roadb locks  tha t  the  i ndust ry  wou ld 
p re fe r  to  ignore .

• A must - read for  anyone  w i th  a  des i re  to  
unders tand wha t ’ s  r ea l l y  go ing on  w i th  
r enewab le  energy  and c l imate  change .

I f  you  f ind  my  post s  i n format ive ,  
p l ease fo l low and  connect  w i th  me ,  

and share  these  posts .   
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