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Session Agenda

• IPA & IPS
• WAVerify+ Case Study of using “IPA servers” for “IPS Documents”
• Global Digital Health Partnership (GDHP) & Interoperability Support
• Provider to provider IPS 
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Origins of Peanut Butter & Jelly 1901

‘For variety, some day 

try making little 

sandwiches…of bread 

and two fillings, one of 

peanut paste, whatever 

brand you prefer, and 

currant or crab-apple 

jelly. The combination 

is delicious, and as far 

as I know, original’

Source: https://judyschickens.org/2016/03/19/the-history-of-the-peanut-butter-and-jelly-sandwich/ 

https://judyschickens.org/2016/03/19/the-history-of-the-peanut-butter-and-jelly-sandwich/
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2024

For better care, some day try 

making patient summaries 

using FHIR documents with 

IPA content. Allergies, 

medications and problems are 

required ingredients. The 

combination is delicious, and 

as far as I know, interoperable 

IPA
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Track Proposal

Is global interop your jam? Join us for an introduction to two 
delectable FHIR projects – International Patient Access (IPA) 
defines a universal realm API for apps and International Patient 
Summary (IPS) enables cross-border care summary exchange. 
While the initiatives sound similar, they solve different goals in 
complementary ways and pear great! Both are intended for global 
use and are already in use by multiple countries. And when 
deployed, they work grape together to meet the emerging mix of 
national and regional standards that facilitate interoperability.

Learn how these two complementary (and scrumptious) FHIR 
implementation guides work and how the Global Digital Health 
Partnership (GDHP) is supporting their advancement worldwide. 
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What is the IPS (International Patient Summary)?

The International Patient Summary is a minimal and non-exhaustive set of basic 
clinical data of a patient, specialty-agnostic, condition-independent, but readily 

usable by all clinicians for the unscheduled (cross-border) patient care.

• A standardized set of basic clinical data, 
which includes most important health 
and care related facts

• A summarized version of a patient’s 
clinical data provides health 
professionals the essential information 
needed for care during a care transition
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International IPS Progress (Canada)
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International IPS Progress (New Zealand)
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International Patient Access

● RESTful APIs: SMART, search parameters
● Minimal profiles: reflect current state
● Terminologies specified locally
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International Patient Access

• Text to add to slide
• Indent item

• Another item

https://bit.ly/fhir-national-cores
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AU Core, Finland, CA, 
Apple in Canada/UK?
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Finland Base inherits IPA
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… as does Vulcan’s RWD Universal IG
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Can an app actually work anywhere in the world?

There are challenges.

• Differences do exist in what should be available. E.g.
• Is patient race a mandatory or a forbidden element?

• Street addresses, names. 

• Different code sets and vocabularies.
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What we can do:

• A promise for app developers, systems vendors, and profile authors
on what is supposed to work internationally

• Lowest common denominator

• Build IPA as the base layer

We’re still figuring some of this out!
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What’s in it for Patients?

• Greater access to health data empowers patients to 
standardly and computably access and retain their health 
data. 

• The promise of a broader choice of health apps.
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What’s in it for app developers?

• Guidelines for developers new to health it, or FHIR.

• Lowest common denominator, globally. 

• Base layer of interoperability.
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What’s in it for regulators & nations?

• A starting place for governments to jumpstart a national 
health API ecosystem, with an emphasis on patient access.

• The promise of a broader choice of health apps for your 
citizens.
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What’s in it for FHIR servers?

• Enables reusable technology that conforms with regional 
requirements.

• Enables reusable technology that works with existing apps.

• Discourages regional, regulated incompatibilities.
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What’s in it for Profile Authors?

• Greater alignment with regional requirements globally

• More FHIR servers, app and data will be conformant 
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Argonaut      IPA

• Consumer & 
regulator education
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IPS & IPA Working Together
Standards Based Data

(IPA & IPS) 
UsersData Exchange

System of Record
IPS Content 

Profiles

IPS Content 
Profiles

IPS Content 
Profiles

IPS 
Document

IPA Content 
Profiles

IPA Content 
Profiles

IPA Content 
Profiles Search & Query 

(FHIR-based APIs)

Consumer 
Device

Medical 
Apps

Multiple modalities for exchange

Human readable + structured terminology³

Clinician Patient

Patient

Clinician

Focus on structured data but 
content/terminology vary by 

geography and use case

C
o

n
fo

rm
s 

to
 IP

A
²

IHE Profiles Patient-mediated LinksCross-Border¹

Universal¹  

1. “Cross-Border” has an international focus but may be any organizational, regional, or national jurisdiction. “Universal” includes data access within and across borders as a baseline for international commerce.
2. Pending final ballot reconciliation of IPA and updates to IPS   3. IPS primarily uses the SNOMED IPS Terminology where most appropriate
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IPS & IPA Pear Great

Summary

Access

Authentication Authorization Access

Between 
Organizations

Domestic &
Cross Border



25 

JUNE | 2024

WAverify – Digital Vaccine Verification in Washington 
State
• Digital Vaccine Verification using SMART Health Cards

• Successful Public-Private-Academic Partnership

• Leveraged the shareable components and reusable code

• Rapid 8-week development, deployment, and testing

• Nearly 2 million verification requests since launch (October 2021)

• Demoed printed cards at HIMSS23 Interoperability Showcase

• Now adding: WAverify+ 

• Demoed at HIMSS24 Interoperability Showcase
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Cumulative WA Verify Requests and WA Notify Activations
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Multi-State and Cross-Sector Collaboration

• 2
8

• Multi-state collaboration with California, Oregon, and 

Washington

̶ Leveraged the sharable components and reusable code 

with github repository

̶ Shared configurations, lessons learned, enhancements, and 

approaches

̶ Model for future projects

• Public-Private-Academic Partnerships 
Open VCI 

Interoperable apps 
from other vendors, 
including Docket
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WAVerify+ 

Server Available:

https://smart-health-links-

ips.cirg.washington.edu/ 

 

Populated using fictional 

HL7 patient information, 

https://ips.health

 

https://smart-health-links-ips.cirg.washington.edu/
https://smart-health-links-ips.cirg.washington.edu/
https://ips.health/
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Multiple Methods for
Access and Storing
1. FHIR URL

2. FHIR bundle

3. SMART authorization

Each with selection for expiration

duration – an hour, week, etc.
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Password Protection

WAverify+ SMART Healthlink can 

be passcode protected for 

additional security.

The link itself is protected 

with encryption, minimizing risk of 

guessing or locating the link.
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Patient

Requests Creation of IPS from 
Health Information Exchange 1

3 Patient visits “cross-border” 
provider and shares QR code 

Patient
Clinician

Optional: Store 
QR code in 

phone wallet

A. Readable View (HTML)

B. Computable Data (FHIR)

Provider has viewing access 
and/or FHIR Bundle5

ClinicianPatient

A

B

Download & save 
SMART Healthlink 2

Generate & 
Store IPS

4
Browser (or web app) requests 

payload from SMART Health Link

Outside SHL: SMS 
based authorization

SHL Option 1: 
Passcode required 

SHL Option 2: No 
additional checks

**** P
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ePatient Dave

At September 2023 HL7 
FHIR Connectathon, we 
create an IPS with 
SMART Health Link for 
ePatient Dave

At HIMSS 2024, ePatient dave 
told story of Casey Quinlan
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Empowering Patients with their Data
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Public-Private-Academic Partnerships

Public-Private-Academic coalitions have a unique power to do what a single entity cannot by itself.  

This superpower is invaluable when interoperability is needed and the common good is at stake.
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Global Digital Health Partnership (GDHP)
• Established in 2018, member nations formed the GDHP to identify 

international best practices for the use of health data to advance 
health and healthcare, provide opportunities for networking and 
knowledge transfer, and facilitate environmental scanning to more 
accurately forecast emerging trends

• 35 countries, nations, territories and organizations collaborating on 
digital health representing 2+ billion people 

• 5 workstreams, one of which is interoperability

37
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36+ GDHP Members
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GDHP IPS Support: 2022-2024 
• Focus on patient-mediated exchange with goals of advancing standard, piloting and adoption

• Provide venue for nations to learn, connect and discuss about activities related to IPS FHIR 
development

• Support Connectathon Activities

̶ HL7 Connectathons: Jan 2022, May 2022, September 2022, January 2023, May 2023, September 
2023 and January 2024 

̶ GDHP Mini-Connectathons (4-hour virtual events): May 2021, June 2021, October 2021, January 
2022, June 2022, November 2022 and July 2023 

• Support open-source development & other connectathons

̶ IPS Viewer (based on original open-source work from Argentina)

̶ IPS Generation from HAPI (with significant support from Smile Digital Health and Canada)
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Vendors 
Engaged 

+ many others

1. Either an active product available or known development for IPS support
2. Vendor has participated in discussion and/or connectathon but no implied IPS commitment

Active Support / Development1 In Discussion²



International Patient
Summary



Customers Across the World
North America
→ Bahamas
→ British Virgin 

Islands
→ Canada
→ Honduras
→ Puerto Rico
→ U.S. Virgin Islands
→ United States

Europe
→ Ireland
→ United Kingdom

Africa
→ Botswana
→ Ghana
→ Kenya
→ Kingdom of eSwatini (formerly 

Swaziland)
→ Lesotho
→ Mozambique
→ Namibia
→ Nigeria
→ South Africa
→ Tanzania
→ Uganda
→ Zambia
→ Zimbabwe

Asia
→ Kuwait
→ Pakistan
→ Singapore
→ United Arab 

Emirates

Oceania
→ Australia



British Columbia  197

Ontario   133 

Alberta   128 

Newfoundland 
& Labrador  52 

Nova Scotia  33 

New Brunswick  26 

Yukon   8 

Nunavut   3 

MEDITECH Canada



❖ Furthering our FHIR transition

❖ Extracting and writing data from FHIR resources

❖ Building on the ITK3 work in the United Kingdom

❖ Supporting our Canadien Customers

➢ pan-Canadian Patient Summary (PS-CA)

➢ Ontario Patient Summary (PS-ON)

Supporting MEDITECH’s Strategy



❖ In Scope

➢ Document creation for IPS, PS-CA and PS-ON

➢ Connectathon Testing

➢ Learning and engaging with the community

➢ Determine what “summary” means

❖ To be Determined

➢ Transport and Exchange mechanisms

➢ SMART Health Link

➢ IPS Ingestion

Project Plan and Scope



Provider to Provider Exchange



20 million
patient records

daily*

*as of April, 2024



Planned Epic support for IPS



Why FHIR for Patient Summary?

✤ Not all locales have history with CDA

✤ Net-new integrations tends towards FHIR

✤ Multiple exchange models: same resources



Established 
Workflows

Global 
Investment

International 
Standard 

Why IPS?



Come together on universal standards
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Wrap-up

• Support from GDHP, nations
• Access & Summary pair great!
• Patient mediated IPS
• Provider-to-provider IPS
• Get Involved!
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What questions do you have?
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