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Territorial Acknowledgement

The Ministry of Health would like to acknowledge that we are calling from 

the unceded territories of the Musqueam, Squamish, Tsleil-Waututh and 

Tsawwassen First Nations. We respectfully acknowledge the diversity of all 

the Indigenous nations, communities, cultures, languages across the 

province and country. 



Background

• The Ministry of Health, Health Information Standards (HIS) 
team is working on updating the GSSO Standard & Guide to 
version 3.2 

• The focus for this release is developing SNOMED CT concepts 
that represent the patient’s negative experiences such as 
(e.g. outing, misgendering, misnaming)

• Environmental scan shows no existing concepts exists for 
sexual orientation, gender identity or Indigenous gender 
identity negative experience concepts

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/health-information-standards/standards-catalogue/gender-sex


Negative Experience in Literature

“The health of 2SLGBTQIA+ individuals has often been compromised by 
stigmatization, discrimination, a lack of visibility, and a lack of cultural 
competency in the health care system (10–21). In addition, the notion of 
intersectionality explains how 2SLGBTQIA+ individuals may be confronted 
with multiple interlinked forms of discrimination like cis-hetero-normativity, 
agism, ableism and racism, that when combined, increase vulnerability to 
health inequities and lead to inferior clinical outcomes (22–25). In other 
words, the health equity gap widens increasingly.”

Source: Review of current 2SLGBTQIA+ inequities in the Canadian health care 

system - PMC 
 

https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10392841/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC10392841/
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Thank you!

Have feedback? Please send an email to 
charlene.lam@gov.bc.ca

mailto:charlene.lam@gov.bc.ca
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