
Advising Greentech companies 

to help maximize growth

Which States have the “Dirtiest” 
Electricity?

Hint: Some of are more than 
surprising. Others, not so much.



The “dirtiest grids: 41 through 45

Yesterday we covered the states with 
the highest percentage of clean power 

generation.

Today, we’ll look at those with the 
lowest percentage as well as do a 

deeper dive into the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) data.

41. Hawaii  

42.Ohio

43.Utah

44.Mississippi

45.Massachusetts

15.75%

15.75%

14.31%

13.43%

12.48%

Massachusetts really? One of the “bluest” states in the country. Home of the 
People’s Republic of Cambridge? (just kidding). Shame on them.

Hawaii is also surprising, but the advantage of being an island in the middle of the 
ocean is trade winds. In 2022 Hawaii registered some of the cleanest air in the world.

Percentage of electricity generated from carbon-free sources.



The “dirtiest grids: 46 through 50

Interesting to note that not all clean power 
generation has the same impact. 

According to a report from Clearloop and 
WattTime, building a solar plant in Kentucky 
would reduce emissions by 62% more than 

building the same pant in Los Angeles.

Makes sense when you think about it.

46. Indiana 

47.Rhode Is land

48.Kentucky

49.West Virginia

50.Delaware

11.67%

  7.28%

  6.62%

  6.45%

  1.28%

West Virginia may be the least surprising state at the bottom of this list. In 2022, the 
state generated 89% of its electricity from coal. Ouch!

What is surprising is Delaware bringing up the rear, registering a paltry 1.28% of 
electric generation from carbon-free sources. That’s a bit of a bad look 

for the out-going President, who ironically, passed the largest climate bill in the 
history of the United States.

What else did the data reveal?
See Next Slide

Percentage of electricity generated from carbon-free sources.



Wind and solar aren’t quite ubiquitous

Only two states – California and Nevada - 
generate more than 10% of their 

electricity from solar.

12 states get more than 20% of their 
power from wind, four of which are in 

the top 13 for clean power generation.

So lar  S tats

• 24  state s  ge n erate  less  th an  1% o f  th e ir  e le ct r ic i ty  f ro m 
so lar

• Of those, 8 are in the top 13 in terms of percentage of clean power.

• 3  states  h ave  no so lar  ( N o r t h  D a k o t a ,  A l a s k a ,  a n d  W e s t  V i r g i n i a )

Win d  Stats

• 15  state s  ge n erate  less  th an  1% o f  th e ir  e le ct r ic i ty  f ro m 
w in d.

• Of those only 2 are in the top 13 in terms of percentage of clean power.

• 8  states  h ave  no  w in d ( G e o r g i a ,  F l o r i d a ,  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ,  A r k a n s a s ,  
M i c h i g a n ,  A l a b a m a ,  L o u i s i a n a ,  K e n t u c k y )

What about  red versus  b lue  states?

See Next  S l ide



Clean energy is political right? 
It seems to depend

• O f  t h e  13  s t a t e s  t h a t  g e n e r a t e  m o r e  t h a n  50 %  o f  t h e i r  
e l e c t r i c i t y  f r o m  c a r b o n - f r e e  s o u r c e s :

•  6 are blue and 7 are red. 

• O f  t h e  1 o  s t a t e s  t h a t  h a v e  t h e  l o w e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  c l e a n  
e l e c t r i c i t y  g e n e r a t i o n :

•  4 are blue and 6 are red.

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  h y d r o p o w e r,  
m a y b e  t h e  i s s u e  i s n ’ t  p o l i t i c a l ,  b u t  r a t h e r  h o w  c a r b o n - f r e e  

p o w e r  i s  g e n e r a t e d .

That’s  a  very  di f ferent  conversation.

In the top red states, the primary source 
of clean power is as follows: (3) wind, 

(2) nuclear, and (2) hydropower.

In the top blue states, the primary 
source of clean power is as follows: (3) 
hydropower, (2) nuclear, and (1) wind.



Advising Greentech 

companies to help 

maximize growth

Unbiased and Unfiltered
• An honest  assessment  o f  the  c l imate  change 

e f for t .  

• I  cover  wha t ’ s  work ing –  bu t  more impor tan t  -  
the  i s sues/ roadb locks  tha t  the  i ndust ry  wou ld 
p re fe r  to  ignore .

• A must - read for  anyone  w i th  a  des i re  to  
unders tand wha t ’ s  r ea l l y  go ing on  w i th  
r enewab le  energy  and c l imate  change .

I f  you  f ind  my  post s  i n format ive ,  
p l ease fo l low and  connect  w i th  me ,  

and share  these  posts .   
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