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Who We Are
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• GS1 is a neutral, not-for-profit organization that develops and maintains global 

standards for efficient business communication.  

• GS1 standards improve the efficiency, safety, security, sustainability and 

visibility of value chains across physical and digital channels in 25 industries. 

• Our scale and reach help ensure that GS1 standards create a common 

language that supports systems and processes across the globe. 

• Directed by industry, GS1 Canada solves non-competitive business process 

issues through the delivery of ECCnet Industry Managed Solutions
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GS1 Canada: Led by Industry
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Industry Board Member Organizations

Grocery 
Board

Foodservice 
Sector

General 
Merchandise and 
Hardlines Board

Healthcare 
Board

Pharmacy 
Board

As of February 2020

http://www.longos.com/
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjipozLiJjKAhWCXD4KHdAKDboQjRwICTAA&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sobeys&psig=AFQjCNF9PAfqvU012JL9bG-jl0C_sSv3iw&ust=1452268687438242
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjipozLiJjKAhWCXD4KHdAKDboQjRwICTAA&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sobeys&psig=AFQjCNF9PAfqvU012JL9bG-jl0C_sSv3iw&ust=1452268687438242


GS1 Support for Vaccine/ 
Immunization Traceability Today

4

1. Rx Traceability Expert Group

2. CANImmunize and CVC

3. Roadmap for Pharmaceutical Barcoding in Canada

4. Project Data Integrity



1.Rx Traceability Expert Task Group
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• GS1 Canada facilitated Expert Task 

Group of leading pharmaceutical 

stakeholders

• Developed a framework across multiple 

Use Cases based on global standards

- Governance

- Infrastructure recommendations

- Barcoding recommendations

• Vaccine traceability was one of the focus 

areas of the Task Group



GS1 Canada’s ECCnet Registry to provide vaccine product data to The 

Canadian Vaccine Catalogue
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2. CANImmunize and CVC

The Canadian Vaccine 
Catalogue
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3.Adoption Roadmap for Pharmaceutical 
Barcoding in Canada
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Manufacturers Distributors Pharmacies

Shall: 

• Affix a GS1 DataMatrix barcode to primary 
and secondary packaging 

• Permanently assign a unique GTIN to each 
packaging level

• Assign, and where feasible mark, a GTIN 
to the Unit of Use level 

• Affix a GS1-128 at the case level and 
accept the addition of an optional GS1 
DataMatrix. Both barcode symbologies 
must contain the same GTIN

• Barcodes include static and variable data:
• GTIN
• Serial Number (optional)*

• Lot Number
• Expiration Date

Shall be able to scan, store and process 
into legacy ERP, ordering and 
distribution systems:

• A GS1 DataMatrix for the primary and 
secondary packaging

• Unique GTINs at each packaging level

• GTINs at the Unit of Use level 

• GS1-128 at the case level

• Static and variable data, including:
• GTIN 
• Serial Number (optional)*
• Lot Number
• Expiration Date

Shall be able to scan, store and process 
into legacy ERP, PPMs, EMRs:

• A GS1 DataMatrix for the primary and 
secondary packaging 

• Unique GTINs at each packaging level

• GTINs at the Unit of Use level 

• GS1-128 at the case level 

• Static and variable data, including:
• GTIN 
• Serial Number (optional)*
• Lot Number
• Expiration Date

Implementation: 
December 31, 2021 - 2023**

Implementation: 
December 31, 2023

Implementation: 
December 31, 2025



4.Project Enhanced Data 
Integrity for Patient Safety
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• Physical capture of all packaging hierarchies

• Barcode Scan Verification

• Vendor certified images and content

• Weights and Measures – all packaging sizes

• Scorecarding

- ECCnet New Item Setup

- ECCnet Recall

- GLN Assignment

- Standards in EDI Transactions



Advancing the Use of Global 
Standards for Vaccine Traceability
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How Can GS1 Canada Support The Adoption of GS1 Global Standards 

Enabling Vaccine Traceability?

• Collectively, what can we do to support the CVC Work Group?

• Individually, how can we support your implementation efforts?



Contact Information
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Robert Bell

Director Healthcare

1-800-567-7084 x2268

www.gs1ca.org

Rob.Bell@gs1ca.org

GS1 Canada

1500 Don Mills Rd, Suite 800

Toronto, ON

M3B 3K4

416-775-9668
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