
Advising Greentech companies 

to help maximize growth

Why the Current Climate 
Strategy was Doomed to Fail

Part 1:  The history of  energy transit ions



It’s happened before

This post is based on a must-read 
article titled The Troubled Energy 

Transition in Foreign Affairs 
magazine.

It provides the foundational 
assumptions necessary to properly 

reset the net-zero strategy. 

• T h e  f i r s t  e n e r g y  t r a n s i t i o n  b e g a n  i n  1 7 0 9 ,  w h e n  A b r a h a m  
D a r b y,  a  m e t a l w o r k e r,  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  c o a l  w a s  a  m o r e  
e f f i c i e n t  f u e l  t h a n  w o o d  t o  p r o d u c e  i r o n .

• O n e  w o u l d  t h i n k  t h a t  t r a n s i t i o n i n g  f r o m  w o o d  t o  c o a l  w o u l d  b e  
r e l a t i v e l y  q u i c k  a n d  e a s y.

• T h e  i n d u s t r i a l  a g e  w a s  n a s c e n t  a n d  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  c o a l  w e r e  
o b v i o u s ,  p r o m p t i n g  s o m e  t o  d u b  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a s                
“ t h e  c e n t u r y  o f  c o a l . ”

• B u t  c o a l  d i d  n o t  o v e r t a k e  b i o m a s s  e n e r g y  s o u r c e s  i n c l u d i n g  
w o o d  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 s .

 Wood to coal  took 200 hundred years!



Second time’s the charm

It’s not coincidental that oil achieved 
cost parity and became the world’s top 

energy source within a span of 10 years.

Economics is obvious factor to any 
transition, but it has been trivialized by 

the climate movement.

We’ll summarize the article’s economic 
component tomorrow.

• O i l  w a s  f i r s t  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  C h i n a  i n  6 0 0  B . C .  b u t  i t  w a s  C o l o n e l  
D r a k e ’s  d i s c o v e r y  o f  o i l  i n  Pe n n s y l v a n i a  i n  1 8 5 9  t h a t  i g n i t e d  
t h e  o i l  e c o n o m y.

• W i t h  o i l  b e i n g  m o r e  a d a p t a b l e  a n d  f l e x i b l e  t h a n  c o a l ,  y o u  
m i g h t  t h i n k  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  w o u l d  b e  r e l a t i v e  q u i c k .  A n d  i t  w a s  
c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  w o o d  t o  c o a l  t r a n s i t i o n .

• O i l  b e c a m e  t h e  w o r l d ’s  t o p  e n e r g y  s o u r c e  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 s .

I t  only  took 100 years  to move from coal  to  oi l !

• O h  r i g h t ,  o i l  h a d  o n e  m i n o r  d r a w b a c k :  i t  d i d n ’ t  b e c o m e  m o r e  
c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  u n t i l  t h e  m i d - 1 9 5 0 s .

A gilded bronze oil lamp dated 2nd century BCE
Edwin Drake: The first man to drill for oil



Will the third time be quicker yet?

The world is infinitely more 
complicated and the global population 

is growing much more rapidly.

Additionally, there is greater variation 
in the economic develop of countries, 
and geopolitical issues have become 

more diverse.

In other words: the base case for the 
demise of fossil fuels should be at least 

100 years.

• B i o m a s s  ( w o o d )  t o  c o a l  t o o k  20 0  y e a r s .

• C o a l  t o  o i l  t o o k  1 0 0  y e a r s .

• I p s o  f a c t o :  o i l  t o  r e n e w a b l e s  s h o u l d  t a ke  w h a t  -  50  y e a r s .
 

In  your  dreams.

• U n l i ke  w o o d  o r  c o a l ,  o i l  p e r m e a t e s  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  o u r  
l i v e s .  T h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  p r o d u c t s  m a d e  t o d a y  h a v e  a  
p e t r o l e u m  c o m p o n e n t .  

This  transit ion isn’t  just  about energy –  i t ’s  about 
everything.

 



Gas gets gassed?

A potential silver lining: the president won’t 
be able to get a Republican majority until 

June 30, 2026 when Commissioner Phillip’s 
term expires.

But can he fire a commissioner?

That’s unlikely, as the Supreme Court has 
previously ruled that commissioners at 
independent agencies can be removed 

“only for inefficiency, neglect of duty, or 
malfeasance in office.”

• T h e  p r e s i d e n t  w a n t s  t o  “ d r i l l  b a b y  d r i l l . ”  T h a t  d e s i r e  i s  l i k e l y  
t o  h a v e  g r e a t e r  s u c c e s s  f o r  n a t u r a l  g a s  t h a n  f o r  o i l .

• Tr u m p  t r i e d  t o  s t r o n g a r m  F E R C  i n  h i s  f i r s t  t e r m  w i t h o u t  m u c h  
s u c c e s s ,  b u t  h e ’s  m o r e  p r e p a r e d  t h i s  t i m e  a r o u n d .

• I t  w o u l d  b e  f o o l i s h  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  F E R C  w o n ’ t  t i p  t h e  s c a l e s  
t o w a r d  f o s s i l  f u e l s .

• We  k n o w  w i n d  p r o j e c t s  h a v e  a  s n o w b a l l ’s  c h a n c e  i n  h e l l  o f  
g e t t i n g  a p p r o v e d .   

• T h e  o n l y  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  r e m a i n s  i s  h o w  b a d l y  s o l a r  p r o j e c t s  g e t  
s q u e e z e d .  



Advising Greentech 

companies to help 

maximize growth

Unbiased and Unfiltered
• An honest  assessment  o f  the  c l imate  change 

e f for t .  

• I  cover  wha t ’ s  work ing –  bu t  more impor tan t  -  
the  i s sues/ roadb locks  tha t  the  i ndust ry  wou ld 
p re fe r  to  ignore .

• A must - read for  anyone  w i th  a  des i re  to  
unders tand wha t ’ s  r ea l l y  go ing on  w i th  
r enewab le  energy  and c l imate  change .

I f  you  f ind  my  post s  i n format ive ,  
p l ease fo l low and  connect  w i th  me ,  

and share  these  posts .   
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